UNLOCKING THE RECORDS: WHERE TO FIND THEM,
HOW TO READ THEM

Researching archives worldwide for evidence of Nazi-era cultural
plunder is enormously challenging. Knowing where to start

and how to determine which archive contains what information

IS a research project of its own.

Many of the archival repositories lack scanned or digitized copies
of their records, making them unavailable online. Viewing the
documents to trace the journey of specific looted objects can
require costly in-person visits to archives in multiple locations.

Some archives have posted datasets online, but only with
metadata that summarizes the contents of the material. Even
the digitized documentation available online often is not
machine-readable, due to less advanced computer technology,
making document-level content searches impossible.

Once the documents are obtained, it can be challenging to read
them. Documents related to a single object are often in different
languages, sometimes with difficult-to-decipher handwritten
passages. Many records contain faded ink, scribbled notes In
margins, stamps, and complex structures that make them difficult
to understand.

To address these challenges, JDCRP is bringing together
documents from various international archives on one online
platform that is being launched with four different document sets:

* Bundesarchiv Koblenz: The property cards from the
Wiesbaden Central Collecting Point.

 National Archives and Records Administration: Photographs
that were taken at the Wiesbaden Central Collecting Point.

* Bundesarchiv Koblenz: The property cards from the Marburg
Central Collecting Point.

 Jeu-de-Paume Database: The records of the looting agency
Einsatzstab Reichsleiter Rosenberg.

The archival documents are digitized in high resolution to enable
the users to zoom in on details.

[1]

Property Card WIE 1790 Heidelberg.

[2]
JDCRP’s Airtable interface with the transcription
of the property card WIE 1790 Heidelberg.

[3]

JDCRP’s Airtable interface showing all transcribed
property cards from the Wiesbaden Central
Collecting Point.

4]

Detail with spelling mistake of property card
WIE 1790 Heidelberg.
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Photographs of Activities of the
Wiesbaden Central Collecting Point, National
Archives and Records Administration

THE JDCRP AI-ENHANCED OCR SOLUTION

The next challenge is converting these document scans into
searchable text. A specially developed conversion process

IS applied: Optical Character Recognition (OCR) software
Incorporates generative Al technology similar to Chat GPT

that “reads" the documents and transcribes the content. The Al
technology Is a language model that enhances the ability

of the OCR software to “understand” what it reads. The Al-driven
software 1s programmed to transcribe documents and generate
new data, such as texts and images. With the guidance of
external Al experts, JDCRP's IT and Data Officer Jonathan Blok
coordinated and refined an OCR process that allows a computer
to understand the complex structure of documents and produce
logical correlations, such as reading the contents of a data field
within a chart from top to bottom, instead of from left to right
across the document.

With its Al-Enhanced OCR solution, JDOCRP has developed
computer capabiities to read highly diverse historical documents,
transcribed with an unusually low rate of error. The documents
are now fully searchable. [1] [2] [3]

HUMAN REVIEW ENHANCING DIGITAL RECORDS

At each step of this complex process, JDCRP maintains the
principle of sticking to the source. Any information that is added,
Inferred, or curated is always marked as such and must remain
clearly distinguishable from OCR data that represents the original
source document.

Following the processing of the archival record with JDCRP’s
unique OCR procedure, a trained team of students carefully
reviews the Al-generated results, searching for computer errors
that might be missed. This includes reviews for unwanted
computer corrections of mistakes in the original sources, in order
to preserve the errors in the source material. Their corrections

are fed back into the Al system, allowing it to continuously improve
Its language recognition abilities and reduce the need for manual
review over time.

As an example of an error in the source material, the word
“mooncrecent” was wrongly corrected by the computer and reversed
through manual review to the original error in the source. [4]

This Al-powered OCR process is the foundation of the JDCRP
archival platform. By creating accurate, structured, and searchable
records, JDCRP has taken a significant step forward in decoding
and making accessible the voluminous evidence of Nazi-era theft
of Jewish-owned cultural property.

The data of the Einsatzstab

Reichsleiter Rosenberg, Jeu-de-Paume

The property cards
from the Marburg Central Collecting
Point, Bundesarchiv

WIE 1790 Heidelberg
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