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Clevelanders assist in securing funds 
for World War II-era art theft project
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Knowing your roots is a big 
part of  feeling connected to 
the past.

But for generations of  Jews 
following the Holocaust, those 
connections can sometimes feel a bit 
far away. That’s where the Jewish 
Digital Cultural Recovery Project is 
hoping to bridge the gap through a 
catalog of  stolen and recovered art 
from Holocaust-era homes raided 
by Nazis – and two Cleveland Jews 
are doing their part to help fi ll in the 
blanks.

What started as a discussion 
at the Washington Conference on 
Holocaust-Era Assets in 1998 and 
developed into a pilot program by 
the JDCRP that launched in 2020 
and now coming to a close, the 
JDCRP aims to continue its work in 
addressing, archiving and educating 
the world on the massive art theft 
that took place during World 
War II and how it related to the 
annihilation of  Jewish culture.

Beachwood resident Michael 
Kaufman became involved through 
a business contact that knew JDCRP 
co-founder Wesley Fisher. Kaufman 
found himself  volunteering as 
an unpaid consultant helping 
the JDCRP Foundation working 
on a fundraising strategy and 
information technology. 

“The original funding source 
washed his hands and had done 
what he thought was appropriate,” 
said Kaufman, who attends Park 
Synagogue in Cleveland Heights and 
Pepper Pike. “I said, ‘Well, I’ll get 
involved, but I’m not a fundraiser, 
I don’t know much about that 
domain.’ But, I was going through 
my mental Rolodex and thought of  
Jerry, a lifelong fundraiser.”

He then got his friend, former 
Clevelander and now Roslyn, N.Y., 
resident Jerry Kleinman, involved 
in the fundraising process. He is a 
professional fundraiser working at 
the American Technion Society in 
New York City.

“I didn’t know much about what 
(JDCRP) was doing, but the more I 
listened, the more I was intrigued as 
to how I could develop a strategy to 
fund their needs,” Kleinman, who 
grew up in Beachwood and attended 
Park Synagogue, said in a Zoom call 
from New York. “This isn’t building 
bricks at the Statue of  Liberty and 
putting your family name on them. 
To interest philanthropists in the 
U.S. and elsewhere, we needed to 
make our case in a way that makes 
it clear that this is a different 
project than just trying to restore 
art to the hands of  a previous owner. 
There was a crime here, and we’re 
trying to document a crime.”

Fisher, who spoke to the 
Cleveland Jewish News from 
New York, said the delicate part 
of  this project is addressing the 
fact that widespread property 
theft is something that generally 
accompanies genocide.

“The Shoah is the major 
example, but this is also true of  
other cases,” he said. “Therefore 
from that standpoint, it’s important 
to understand that this theft has 
not been looked at suffi ciently so 

that people would be aware of  this. 
Especially for young people and 
people generally, we think that is 
important.”

And without projects like this, “it 
becomes easier to forget where you 
came from,” Kaufman said.

But, these “objects are what’s 
left,” said Deidre Berger, chairman 
of  the executive board of  the 
JDCRP, adding as more generations 
become removed from the reality 
of  the Holocaust, the harder it is to 
answer questions about life during 
World War II-era Europe. 

“What we’re hoping is that more 
people in the Jewish world will start 
asking those questions because the 
more information that we can bring 
together, the easier it is to match 
missing objects with the families,” 
she said in a Zoom call from Berlin. 
“It’s something that everyone 
can get a bit more engaged in and 
refl ect on the old world a little. We 
want to use that information to 
engage younger generations to see 
the degree to which Nazis not only 
tried to physically exterminate the 
Jewish people but also obliterate 
our cultural heritage. It’s an untold 
story that we’re excited about 
starting to reveal and tell.”

To learn more about the JDCRP 
and its recovery and documentation 
projects, visit jdcrp.org.
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Gross Schechter Rib Burn Off won’t be held due to holidays
SAMMI FREMONT 
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The Gross Schechter Day School Totally Kosher 
Rib Burn Off  will not return this September. 
The event, traditionally held over Labor Day, last 

occurred in 2019 after being canceled in 2020 due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

This year, Gross Schechter cites the overlap of  
Labor Day and Rosh Hashanah for the cancellation.

“For a few years, we’ve recognized that Labor Day 
and Rosh Hashanah will coincide in 2021, and that 

the Gross Schechter Day School Totally Kosher Rib 
Burn Off  will not take place,” Gross Schechter Head 
of  School Ginny Galili told the Cleveland Jewish News 
July 13. 

“As to the future status of  the event, we are in 
the midst of  discussing and planning safe and 
engaging ways to gather the Greater Cleveland Jewish 
community at Gross Schechter Day School in the near 
future.” 

Sammi Fremont is the Clifford and Linda Wolf Editorial Intern.
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Shining Star CLE in its fifth year is 
Northeast Ohio’s unique solo-singing 

competition giving high school students 
the opportunity to win college scholarships.

A benefit for memory care services 
and programs on our campuses 

and in the community.
We need your support now 

more than ever!

Please contact  Renee Greller at 
216.839.6623 or 

rgreller@menorahpark.org 
to donate or for further information.
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